A SPIRITUAL CRISIS                           59
~ Legation in London. At that time there were comparatively few
Englishmen who could speak Chinese, which, perhaps, accounts for
the" curious fact that Macartney received this important appoint-
ment although holding, in private, a very low opinion of the govern-
ment he was to serve. Nine months before returning to England
to occupy the Secretary's desk at the Legation he wrote to a friend:
"Until China is prepared to accept the European system in its entirety, and
follow the example of Japan in making a radical and complete change in her
military system, nothing but disappointment can result from the attempts of
her leaders to reform it. Her own disjointed and effete organisation must be
altogether overthrown, as any attempt to improve it by combining such
(inharmonious elements as those of Europe and China will be nothing short
of an attempt to weld iron and clay."54
Five months later there was talk of war between England and
China and Macartney wrote to another friend:
"The force we now have in China is sufficient to occupy Nankin, and so
command the Yangtze that the country would be divided into two parts. This
done, a blow would be struck at China which would be second only to the
occupation of Peking. The prestige which the occupation of Nankin would
bring us would be invaluable; and in the present state of the country how
could you better paralyse the Government than by dividing the North from
the South?
"But, say you, it would upset the Government and overturn the dynasty.
Well, if it did, we ought none the less to dp it. I hold it to be altogether a
mistake for us to allow considerations of 'the rottenness of the dynasty to
influence our policy. You will not save the dynasty by your forbearance, for
a thing so effete only exists by sufferance, and can never be resuscitated.**
"There is a danger also in allowing China to thmlr that her rottenness is
her strength, lest she defy you and presume, like a woman or a priest, to
brave you in the protection of their petticoats. But is it certain that China
must go to the wall? Would it not be possible for her to discard her traditions
and accommodate herself to the conditions of* the times and live? I doubt
it. History does not give us a single instance of a people who had ever declined
from a high position among the nations of the world and again resumed their
place among them. The very greatness of their traditions being hostile to the
grafting on of a new civilisation prevents this. The old ideas prevent the
ingress of the new, stand as insulators, breaking the circuit and preventing
the pulses of the world from being felt."66
So, after fourteen years of service with the Manchu government
Macartney's view of "the rottenness of the dynasty" exactly agreed
with that of Sun Yat-sen, though the two men had a different faith
in the future of China.